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* Mama H.IL.D. Awolowo blesses and endorses Goodluck Jonathan
as Niger Delfa celebrate 102nd Birthday Anniversary of
leader of the Yoruba, Chief Obafemi Awolowo
6th of March 1909 - 6th of March 2011.

Mama Awolowo presenting kolanuts to
Niger Delta mothers and also praying to
God for Goodluck success. The delegation
was led by Chief {Mrs.) Pat Ngene-lkosi,
President, Igaw Women Leodership Forum

Niger Delia mothers presenting umbrellas
designed with Awolowo and Goodluck
photos. IMG produced over 500,000
umbrellas for South West and Nigerians

Mama Awolowo excited to see Niger Delta
Women From President Goodiuck Jonathan's Niger Delta mothers kneeling down and
homeland in lkenne seeking Mama's special prayer for

Niger Delta presenting anniversary souveni
of arfistic impression of Otueke Waterside,
homeland of the President to Mama.
Ambassador (Mrs) Tokunbo Awolowo
standing next fo her mother

Goodluck's success and presenting
shopping bags designed with Awolowo
and Goodluck photos. IMG produced
over 800,000 bags to dls’mbufe nafionwide.

Comrade Joseph Evah with represenia— Mama Awoloyvo admiring s_hopping bags Niger Deng mothers kneeiir?g down_ and

fives of over 200 Niger Delta Women and exercise books designed with presenting wrappers designed with ,

organisations sent by the IMG Coordinaior Awolowo and Goodiuck phofos.' IM(} Goodluck’s phofogroph. IMG produced

o represent our region at the visit to produced 500,000 of spch souvenirs with over 509,000 pieces of spch WIappers for

Mama Awolowo before their departure ihe message "God give Goodiuck the distribution nationwide, including 800,000
economic wisdom of Awolowo". T-Shirfs of Awo and Goodiuck,

) £l Monﬁonng Group (IMG}
omel _Publicify"Secrerqry [ chhoncf '

opramaior.of Non:ndigens for ihe cnciu liscifi
,truggle and.ex- member (6} Commmee for
tman:Rights (CDHR) Founder
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COMMENTORY

. JE have just finished serializing on this page
the arrest of Papa Obafemi Awolowo as clearly
narrated by the avatar himself in his celebrated

book My March Through Prison.

‘Without doubt, the story of how Papa Obafemi
Awolowo was “arrested in 1962 on a treasonable
felony and conspiracy trial and subsequently impris-
oned by the late Justice Sowemimo has been very well
received by Nigerians. Those who do not learn from
history are indeed doomed to relive it.

We thank you all for going through the series with
you with events sur-

rounding the life and e

times of the sage. It is our firm belief that a constant
reference to the glorious life and times of Papa
Obafemi Awolowo will continue to guide, inspire and
encourage young politicians in Nigeria today in whose
hands the destiny of our country rests squarely.

We are indeed happy that Papa Obafemi Awolowo
has simply become a phenomenon.

On Tnesday, February 15, 2011, an advert appeared
on page 2 of that day’s edition of the Vanguard news-
paper. The advertisement inserted and signed by Com-
rade Joseph Evah, the Coordinator of [jaw Monitoring
Group (IMG) contained an announcement that on Sun-
day March 6, 2011 the Niger Delta people will cel-
ebrate the 102nd birthday anniversary of the Leader of
leaders, Papa Obafemi Awolowo.

The advertisement described the great Awo as “The
Great Visioner, laid the first foundation of Nigeria’s eco-
nomic glory”. .

The advert with the pictures of Papa Obafemi
Awolowo and President Goodluck Ebele Azikiwe
Jonathan conspicuously displayed ended on the fol-~
lowing note “GOD GIVE GOODLUCK THE ECO-
NOMIC WISDOM OF AWOLOWO - WE PRAY OH
LORD".

The event above will be celebrated on Sunday, 6
March, 2011 at the National Arts Theatre, Iganmu,
Lagos, Nigeria at 12 noon.

We thank Jehovah that today ‘immortal’ Awo has
by the special grace of God become a phenomenon in
the country.

When 1 read the advert of the ljaw group above signed
by Comrade Joseph Evah, tears started dropping from
my eyes. Tears? Yes, because the historic struggles put
up by Papa Awo and his lieutenants of the Action Group
(AG) and the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN) that Papa
Awo had led in the first and second republics in Nige-
ria for the liberation of [jawland simply flashed
through my mind. [ remember and many patriots in
Nigeria will equally remember that it was Papa
Obafemi Awolowo that had started during the Colo-
nial times in Nigeria the struggle for the self-determi-
nation of minority groups in Nigeria. The Calabar
Ogoja Rivers Movement (COR Movement) was mas-
sively supported by Awo’s Action Group.

During the second republic, Papa Obafemi
Awolowo stated times without number his resolute
commitment to the development of the Niger Delta area
of Nigeria - the bread basket of Nigeria. Papa
Obafemi Awolowo campaigned vigorously in these
areas during the second republic and drew effective
attention to the pitiable plight of the ljaw people, de-
spite the glaring fact that it is these people that pro-
duce the wealth of Nigeria. It was during these cam-
paigns that Papa Awo accurately predicted that one
day an Ijaw man assisted by someonc from the North
(Awo specifically mentioned the Birom people of Jos)
will rule Nigeria.

I was privileged to have accompanied Papa
Obafemi Awolowo in his Niger Delta Campaigns.

The advertisement of the Niger Deltans as contained
in the Vanguard newspaper of Tuesday 15, Febru-
ary, 2011 has brought the following question into my
mind: Where today are the late Papa Alfred Rewane,
the late Papa O.N. Rewane, the late Chief Wennike
Briggs, Chief Reginald George, Mr. Sunday Sangawi,
Mr. Womene Zuokemefa, Comrade ‘Che’ [begwura,
Chief Akene, the late Justice Owen-Fiebai, the late
Colonel George Kurubo and several others who were
with Papa Obafemi Awolowo in his second republic
campaigns to draw attention to the sufferings of the
Niger Delta people. We campaigned with Awo at

us. We promise that we
will continue to furnish
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Abonema, Sagbama, Yenagoa, Port Harourt,
Buguma, Ahoada, Bonny, Brass (with its strong
waters of the Atlantic Ocean), Andoni and several
other towns and villages that today make up Rivers
and Bayelsa states.

I remember that at that time, whenever the generator
set of the late Chief Wennike Briggs was put out at T1pm,
in Abonema, Papa Awo and his campaign team would
be without clectricity till 6p.m the next day. There just
was no electricity service at Abonema (and in many of
the riverine cities of ljawland at that time).

I do not know what the situation is today in both
Rivers and Bayelsa states. 1If we, however, must let the
truth be told (apologies to Muffet), the Ijaw people of
Nigeria have suffered untold deprivations, despite the
wealth of Nigeria that comes from their land.

We sincerely appreciate the current efforts of the
Niger Delta people to venerate the memory of Papa
Obafemi Awolowo.

Lovers of progressive politics that Papa Obafemi
Awolowo represented in his lifetime will certainly
reciprocate these kind gestures of the Jjaw Moni-
toring Group (IMG). They will without doubt vote
massively for Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, who carry
today the banners of the Unity, Progress and Re-
definition of the Federal nature of our country’s
socio-political existence in his hands. All the
good people of Nigeria who are well placed in
Lagos to attend the coming event of the Niger
Deltans next Sunday should kindly do so.

On Sunday 6, March, 2011, all roads will lead to
Ikenne to celebrate the 102nd birthday anniversary of
the legend of our times, Papa Obafemi Awolowo. It is
an annual event that is celebrated by Mama Hannah
Idowu Dideolu Awolowo in memory of her dear hus-
band. Mama has never missed one since the departure
of Papa Awolowo to immortality 24 years ago. Mama

Obafemi Awolowo

enomenon

herself will be 96 this year by the grace of God. We will
all worship at St. Saviours Anglican church to remem-
ber Papa Awo.

The event in lkenne will finish before the Niger
Deltans take the stage at the National Arts Theatre,
Iganmu, Lagos, on the same day.

Let me use the festive mood Awoists are all in now
on Papa’s 102nd birthday anniversary (o comment
briefly on the current face off existing between the Ac
tion Congress of Nigeria leaders and the management
of the Nigerian Tribune newspapers. The ACN's fead-
ers have complained strongly against an editorial com-
ment of the Nigerian Tribune on the party’s recently
concluded primaries.

" Indoing so, the ACN leaders seem to have extended
the complaints to the point of drawing into the crisis
people who have no connection with the Tribune’s
editorial comment. The ACN leaders as disciples of
Papa Obafemi Awolowo certainly have a right to com
plain about anything they tecl the Tribune Group Man-
agers have done against their interests.

I appeal, however, to the ACN leaders not 1o read
other meanings to the writing of Tribune’s Editorial
Comments. History should guide the ACN leaders in
this regard.

During the first republic, Papa Awolowo ensured
that journalists within the Action Group fold were never
hounded in the way they discharged their media ideas
in the Nigerian Tribune and the Express Group ol
newspapers then promoted by the Party. Inside Felix
Adenaike's edited ATYEKOTO (ihe writings of the late
Chief Bisi Onabanjo) contains the story told by Chicl
Onabanjo the Aiyekoto himselfl on how Papa Obafenmi
Awolowo never worried himself too much about the
journalistic behaviours of himself and Alhaji Lateel
Kayode Jakande in the newspapers, then owned by the
Action Group.

During the second republic, Papa Obafemi Awolowo
advised members of the National Executive Council o
the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN) never to bother them-
selves about stories that appeared anti the Party in the
Daily Sketch and Nigerian Tribune newspapers that
were sympathetic to the policies of the Party. Papa
Obafemi Awolowo ensured that Segun Osoba, Lhe late
Peter Ajayi and Felix Adenaike, who were the execu-
tive heads of these newspapers were allowed to par-
ticipate in the deliberations of the National Executive
Council of the UPN as Ex-Officio members. Papa
Awolowo called Osoba, Ajayi and Adenaike the
THREE MUSKETERS”.

j Journalists are journalists. They interpret events
in their own style and perspectives. I appeal to the ACN
leaders to allow their fighting ‘swords’ to return to the
scabbard. Let there be peace and understanding NOW.

Fellow countrymen and women, on Sunday 6, Ma reh
2011, our leader, father and mentor Papa Obafemi
Awolowo, would have turned 102 had he been alive.
We must continue to celebrate him. We must continue
to ensure that his memory remains with Nigeria and
Nigerians forever.

Let us dedicale our lives to the victory and cementa
tion of DEMOCRACY that Papa Obatemi Awolowo,
Papa Ahmadu Bello, Papa Nnamdi Azikiwe, Sir
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, Papa Herbert Macaulay and
Alhaji Aminu Kano lived and died for.

Awo certainly lives forever!

You live Oh Jeremiah!!

EBINO TOPSY 0805-500-1735 (SMS ONLY
PLEASE)

ISAAC ALUKO OLOKUN - R.LP

~ (BOOK YOUR COPY IN ADVANCE)
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Eagles star Obafemi Martins undergoes surgery -
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IGERIA could face a rat-
ings downgrade to B+
the newly-

elected government fails to

implement badly needed reforms
ost-elections to 1mpr0ve its out-
ook, a senior Fitch official said

i yesterda

! Globar ratings agency Fitch
| Ratings lowered Nigeria's sover-
eign credit outlook to negative
last October from stable, citin

the depletion of its windfall oi

savings and heightened political
uncertainty ahead of elections at
the time.

The successful conclusion of
elections in Nigeria has removed
some political uncertainty but
the new administration must
implement reforms if its credit

TRUTH IN DEFENCE OF FRE_EDOM

rector of sovereign and interna-
tional public finance Veronica
Kalema told Reuters in a phone
interview.

“With oil prices where they are,
implementation of reforms will
see the ratings improve but lack
of reform progress will keep the

Post-polls reforms to determine Nigeria’s ratmgs Fltch

prices fail, the ratings will come un-
der downward pressure,” Kalema
said.

Incumbent President Goodluck
Jonathan won the popular vote last
month with a wide margin over his
main rivals, ending political uncer-
tainty in Africa’s most populous na-

Kalema said the elections have
been more credible than previous
ones, marking a positive sign for the
country but lﬁat wasn’t squn rient to
make a ratings change.

“If reforms are implemenied the

{

rating outlook could be revised back |

rating is to improve, Fitch’s di-

rating where they

are and if oil tion.

Continued on page 2

a: why US won’

release bin Laden’s photo

=Nigerian airports raise security alert

*Obama

ACN, CPC
to reject
Unity Govt

By Kelvin Osa-Okunbor and
Gbenga Omokhunu

RESIDENT Goodluck Jonathan’s plan
to form a government of national unity
has suffered a setback even before the
modalities for the arrangement are an-

nounced.

i The two main opposition
tion Congress of I\?gena (A(?

16
called on the opposition to s

ing he would form an all-in

ment.

But ACN National Chairman Chief Bisi
Continued on page 2

arties — the Ac-
N) and the Con-
gress for Progressive Change (CPC) -
terday said they would not join the govern-
ment to be formed after May 29.

After being declared winner of the April
residential election, President Jonathan
gport him, say-

HE United States will

not release the picture

of the late Osama bin
Laden’s body, President
Barack Obama said yester-
day.

He spoke during an inter-
view with CBS’ “60 Min-
utes”.

Obama was persuaded by
Defence Secretary Robert
Gates and Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton that releasing
the images would pose a na-
tional security risk, White

{We don’t trot this stuff out as trophies. There is no
doubt that we killed Osama bin Laden ... You will not
see Osama bin Laden walking this earth again.”

House officials said.

“We don’t trot this stuff out
as trophies. There is no doubt
that we killed Osama bin
Laden,” Mr. Obama said in
an interview with the CBS
News programme, according
to a transcript read to report-
ers by White House press sec-

retary Jay Carney. “We don't
need to spike the football,” he
also quoted the US President
as saying.

After intense discussions
with his national security
team, Mr. Obama decided
that the photos were too
graphic and could further

enflame Bin Laden’s follow-
ers, according to Mr. Carney,
but would not change the
minds of skeptics. Mr.
Obama indicated in the inter-
view that gloating by releas-
ing the photos “is not who we
are,” Mr. Carney said.

The debate over whether to

release photos of Bin Laden
had consumed the White
House over the last two
days. Some senior officials
said the release of photos
was nevitable. On Tuesday,
Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) Director r Leon Panetta
said he did not think “there

i

was any (&ueslmn ‘that ulti- |

mately a photograph would
be presented to the public.”

But officials at the Penta- |

gon and State
Continued on page 2

yes-

usive govern-

forum organised by the Iljaw Monitoring Group (IMG) in Lagos ..

. yesterday. Story on page 10.

-FURY OF MOTHERS A group of Jjaw women protesting the killings of National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) members in the North at a

PHOTO: DAVI ADFJOH

Department |







